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The Puppet Animation Festival 2006 was the 22nd annual celebration of puppetry
and animation in Scotland. From its origins as a week of performances at the
Netherbow in Edinburgh in 1984, this year the Festival lasted for five weeks
presenting 239 events provided by 26 companies in 131 venues throughout
Scotland. The Festival is the largest and the oldest performing arts event for
children and young people in the UK. Performance spaces range from city
centre theatres, to urban community and arts centres, to the smallest of village
halls. The Festival has a network of partnerships with 24 of Scotland's 32 local
authorities, each of whom programmes what is most appropriate for their
audiences

Over the past seven years the Festival has increased:

The number of local authority partners from 11 in 1999 to 24 in 2006, a growth of
118%

The number of events from 165 in 1999 to 239 in 2006, a growth of 45%

The number of venues from 76 in 1999 to 131 in 2002, a growth of 72%
Attendances from 10,627 in 1999 to 16,242 in 2006, a growth of 53%

The 2006 Puppet Animation Festival was one of further consolidation after the
great success of our 21st event the year before. At a time of great upheaval and
enforced change throughout the arts community in Scotland the Festival has

strengthened its position and standing, most significantly among our local
authority partners on whose resources ever increasing demands are being made
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In Aberdeen the Festival 's developing relationship with the Authority's Cultural
Co-Ordinators resulted in a large increase of events, from 6 in 2005 to 20 in 2006.
In addition our partnership with North East Arts Touring has matured strongly, both
in terms of the steadily growing number of events and their geographical spread

in the Grampian area. Despite a significant drop in their funding Angus Arts also
managed to maintain the wide range of its 2005 holiday performance and
workshop programme

Elsewhere there were increases in the numbers of events in South Lanarkshire and
East Dunbartonshire that compensated for falls - due to budgetary constraints
and internal re-organisations - in West Lothian, Stirling, Falkirk and Argyll and Bute.
The same reasons also prevented East and South Ayrshire and Clackmannanshire
Councils, as well as Perth Theatre, from returning to the Festival. However as a
result of recent meetings, both the Ayrshire Councils and Perth Theatre have
already committed, in principle, to becoming a part of the 2007 event and the
Director is confident that Clackmannanshire will also rejoin. In addition Inverclyde
Council will also be a part of next year's schedule, with the Festival working in
partnership with the Greenock Arts Guild and the Authority's Cultural Co-
Ordinators. During the summer the Director will also arrange meetings with
contacts in the West Dunbartonshire and Western Isles Councils to discuss their
possible involvement in 2007

2006 Partners

Aberdeen City Council
Angus Arts

Angus Council

Argyll & Bute Council

Arts South Edinburgh

Biggar Little Theatre

Birnam Institute

Carnegie Hall, Dunfermline
City of Edinburgh Council
Corran Halls, Oban
Cumbernauld Theatre
Dundee City Council

East Dunbartonshire Council
East Kilbride Arts Centre
East Lothian Council

Eden Court Theatre, Inverness
Falkirk Council

Fife Council

Gilmorehil G12, Glasgow
Glasgow City Council
Glenkens Community & Arts Trust

Gorgie/Dalry Community Assoc
Highland Council

macrobert, Stirling

MacPhail Centre, Ulapool
Midlothian Council

Moray Council

North Ayrshire Council
North East Arts Touring
North Edinburgh Arts Centre
North Lanarkshire Council
Perth & Kinross Council
Renfrewshire Council
Rothes Halls, Glenrothes
Scottish Arts Council
Scottish Borders Council
Scottish Mining Museum
South Lanarkshire Council
Stirling Council

WHALE Learning Centre, Edinburgh
West Lothian Council
Woodend Barn, Banchory
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The Festival was unable to programme international work this year as the Scottish
Arts Council Fund that allowed us to do so in 2005 no longer exists However,
following the completion of our Organisational Review (see separate report)
during the latter part of last year and its submission to the SAC, the Festival has
now been awarded Foundation status - guaranteeing financial support for the
next five years - and with it an 86% increase in our funding. This is in recognition
of the Festival's sustained success as well as the organisation's ever growing
strategic importance to puppetry in Scotland and its leading role in ensuring the
sector's continuing health and development

In order to begin to deliver a wide range of artistic and career development
opportunities it has planned for practitioners over the next 18 months and
beyond the Festival has created an umbrella organisation - Puppet Animation
Scotland - to fulfil this year round developmental role. In addition to these
practical initiatives Puppet Animation Scotland will also continue to advocate
strongly for further resources and recognition for the puppetry sector in Scotland.
As the organisation's single most important activity, the Puppet Animation Festival
has also received a significant rise in funds. From 2007 this will allow us to
programme at least two international productions a year, to support further
expansion of our activities on the Islands of Scotland - primarily through our
payment of ferry costs - and for the first time to create film animation
performance packages. Working in partnership with the Edinburgh Filmhouse the
Festival is in the process of organising programmes of the work of Gerry Anderson
and the German animateur Lotte Reiniger, with accompanying talks and
exhibitions. The Festival is confident that these packages will also be scheduled
by the GFT, the macrobert and the Belmont in Aberdeen. Film clubs in Argyll and
Bute have already also expressed an interest




This year the Puppet Animation Festival also organised a Puppeteer's Weekend
(see Puppeteer's Weekend 2006 Report) of seminars, workshops and
performances - for the professional sector and all those with a passionate interest
in the art form - designed, we hoped, to challenge and revitalise creative and
technical working practises. We were also confident that this weekend would
stimulate debate and ideas about what type of similar event in the future - and

its content - would be most beneficial to the sector, as well as providing
opportunities for seeing new work, for food and for talking, for networking and for
the renewing of friendships

This event was a great success and a particular highlight was the first
presentation of the Gordon McCrae Award, to Sylvia Troon. Following his
untimely passing away at the end of last year the Festival decided to name this
new award in memory of Gordon, an enthusiastic puppeteer who was a great
supporter of Festival events and his many friends among the Scottish puppetry
fraternity. The Festival plans to make regular presentations to a puppeteer - or
puppetry company - who has made an outstanding contribution to the
development of puppetry in Scotland over a significant period of time. Sylvia
richly deserves great recognition for everything she has given to the art form over
many years, both in terms of her own unique performing and production style,
and the ceaseless, passionate and self-effacing way she has supported so many
other puppeteers, both young and old, in Scotland




In conclusion the 22nd Puppet Animation Festival marks the end of another stage
in the events' gradual evolution from the Netherbow in Edinburgh to become a
truly national annual celebration of puppetry and animation in Scotland.
However none of this could have been achieved without its most important
single elements - the creativity, enthusiasm and dedication of professional
puppeteers throughout Scotland. The Festival is very pleased that, as a result of
its sustained advocacy over the past decade for both art forms, and puppetry in
particular, it is in now in a position to provide significant, consistent and
responsive practical help to assist the further creative and career development
of practitioners in Scotland

PUPPET ANIMATION FESTIVAL 2006 Statistics

26 Companies
25 Productions
3 Workshop Programmes

252 Events 144 Public Performances
66 SchoolsPerformances
10 Public Puppetry Workshops
7 Public Animation Workshops
11 SchoolsPuppetry Workshops
13 SchoolsAnimation Workshops
1 Professional PuppeteersWeeke

131 Venues 4 City Centre
49 Urban
28 Town
50 Rural
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3 years + (6 Productions)

The Emperor's New Clothes
Red Riding Hood's Magic Purse
The Three Billy Goats Gruff
The Frog Prince & Other Tales
Funnybones

The Lost Egg

4 years + (4 Productions)

The Sorcerer's Apprentice

King Ethelbert & The Happy Scamp
Under The Carpet

Tamlin

5years + (12 Productions)
Shadow Of The Firebird

Strings & Things

Flipped To The Funny Side

The Billy Holiday Show

The Raven & The Sun
Rumpelstiltskin

QOut Of The Frying Pan Into The Fire
Puppets In The Wild

Oscar & The Lost City Of The Incas
Nobody Rides The Unicorn

Yum & Yuk

The Pea, The Bean & The Enormous Turnip

6 years + (2 Productions)
Magic Of The Mummy
Muckle Mouth Meg

7 years + (1 Production)
The White Cat

WORKSHOPS

8 years + (20 Animation Workshops)

Animation Workshops

6 years + (15 Shadow Puppetry Workshops)

Shadow Puppetry Workshops

6 years + (6 Puppetry Making Workshops)

Puppetry Making Workshops

Banyan Theatre Company
Clydebuilt Puppet Theatre
Garlic Theatre Company
Kidgloves Puppets

Puppet Lab

Scallywags Puppet Theatre

Garlic Theatre Company
Waggish Radish Puppet Theatre
Waggish Radish Puppet Theatre
Yugen Puppet Company

Babbling Vagabonds

Black Box

Blue Boat

Dog & String Theatre

Folding Theatre Puppet Company
Hoodwink

Kenspeckle Puppets

Lempen Puppet Theatre Company
Mousetale Puppets

Puppetcraft

Sokobaumo Theatre

Storybox Theatre

Clydebuilt Puppet Theatre
Poppy's Puppets

Jabberwocky Theatre Company

Red Kite Animation

Flotsam & Jetsam

Angus Arts




Visiting international companies since 2001

2005

Adam, Alfons & Amalie

The Billy Holiday Show

Peter And The Wolf

King Ethelbert And The Happy Scamp

2004
Isidor's Cheek
Oetsie Poetsie

2003
L'Intrus

2002

The One That Got Away
Shadow Puppets Of Indonesia
Flying Babies

2001
Androcles And The Lion

Figurentheater Chemnitz (Germany)

Dog And String Theatre Co (Ireland)
Theater Der Schatten (Germany)

Waggish Raddish Puppet Theatre (Bulgaria)

Sandglass Theater (USA)
Vlinders & Co (Belgium)

Theatre Du Foz (France)

Dog And String Theatre Co (Ireland)
Joko Susilo (Indonesia)
Theatre Drak (Czech Republic)

Spring Onion Puppets (Ireland)



Partner

Argyll & Bute

Aberdeen City

Arts South Edinburgh

Glasgow Outreach

Angus Arts

East Dunbartonshire

Renfrew shire

RothesHalls, Glenrothes

WHALE Learming Centre, Edinburgh
Craigmillar Community Arts, Edinburgh
Angus

North Ayrshire

Gilmorehill G12, Glasgow
Highland

Midlothian

North East Arts Touring

North Edinburgh Arts Centre
Scottish Borders

East Lothian

Carnegie Hall, Dunfermline
Biggar Little Theatre

Falkirk

South Lanarkshire

macrobert, Sirling

Moray

Cumbernauld Theatre

Dundee City

Pitlochry Festival Theatre

Birnam Ingtitute, Dunkeld

North Lanarkshire

Historic Scotland

East Kilbride Arts Centre

Eden Court Theatre, Inverness
GlenkensCommunity & Arts Trust
Gorgie/Dalry Community Assoc, Edinburgh
West Lothian

Puppet Animation Festival 2006
Puppet Animation Festival 2005
Puppet Animation Festival 2004
Puppet Animation Festival 2003

Puppet Animation Festival 2002

Events
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252

256

220

241

206

Possible
1,820
2,225
1,360
1,200

632
1,200
700
880
236
285
640
360
700
350
560
640
470
560
600
500
320
480
480
180
240
280
240
240
200
240
100
120
150
80
100
100

19,468
(100%)
18,720
(100%)
17,660
(100%)
20,021
(100%)
16,686
(100%)

Audience Hgures

Adults
414
453
272
208
112
190
170
176

41
46
119
65
214
70
109
138
153
115
146
145
38
86
99
50
56
59
46
112
74
59
24
27
46
18
18
25

4,193
(26%)
5,279
(32%)

Children
1,244
1,540

817
623
336
821
512
268
122
137
478
274
396
212
318
413
233
346
433
291
150
345
298

98
116
177
183
171
120
179

48

82

60

53

94

61

12,049
(74%)
11,351
(68%)

Total
1,658
1,993
1,089

831
448
1,011
682
444
163
183
597
339
610
282
427
551
386
461
579
436
188
431
397
148
172
236
229
283
194
238
72
109
106
71
112
86

16,242
(83%)
16,630
(83%)
14,278
(81%)
15,922
(80%)
14,050
(84%)



Partner

City of Edinburgh

Aberdeen City

Argyll & Bute

Glasgow Outreach

Renfrew shire

Arts South Edinburgh

East Dunbartonshire
RothesHalls, Glenrothes
Aberdeenshire

Midlothian

Highland

Craigmillar Community Arts, Edinburgh
North Ayrshire

WHALE Leaming Centre, Edinburgh
East Lothian

Angus Arts

North Edinburgh Arts Centre
Gilmorehill G12, Glasgow

South Lanarkshire

Angus

Scottish Borders

Carnegie Hall, Dunfermline
macrobert, Sirling

Biggar Little Theatre

Moray

North Lanarkshire

Cumbemauld Theatre

Falkirk

Pitlochry Festival Theatre

Bimam Institute, Dunkeld

Historic Scotland

Dundee City

Eden Court Theatre, Inverness
West Lothian
GlenkensCommunity & Arts Trust
Gorgie/Dalry Community Assoc, Edinburgh

Puppet Animation Festival 2006
Puppet Animation Festival 2005
Puppet Animation Festival 2004
Puppet Animation Festival 2003

Puppet Animation Festival 2002

Fees

7,190
6,250
5,475
4,429
4,015
3,395
3,132
2,404
1,775
1,805
2,190
1,830
2,000
1,530
1,750
1,860
1,650
1,290
1,600
1,125
1,275
1,016
1,070
860
535
670
740
520
525
480
440
350
260
260
240

65,936
(73%)
59,377
(68%)
46,660
(66%)
50,085
(69%)
40,470
(60%)

Travel

608
660
100
32
50
60
115
40
110
50
50

50
20
60

40

35
40
35

30
40
110

32

40
40
20

2,467
(3%)
3,634
(4%)
2,270
(3%)
2,780
(4%)
5,525
(8%)

Accom

200
595
180
104

25

240
80
250
100
50
28
50
39
75

104
62

83
75
108
40
105
65
83

70
28

50
55
50

2,994
(3%)
3,925
(5%)
4,662
(799
2,355
(3%)
3,485
(5%)

Grant
14,461

350
350
350

200
150

350
350

350

350

350

350
150

350

18,461
(219%)
19,761
(23%)
17,281
(24%)
17,123
(24%)
18,323
(27%)

Total
14,461
7,998
7,855
6,105
4,915
4,090
3,655
3,637
2,524
2,485
2,305
2,290
2,208
2,290
1,939
1,885
1,860
1,794
1,702
1,600
1,593
1,540
1,159
1,110
995
990
863
740
622
553
480
2440
440
355
330
240

89,858
86,697
70,873
72,343

67,803




